


Heraclitus 





Ridens. 








A Difcourfe between JEST and EARNEST 
concerning the TIMES. 


To be continued Weekly. 


TuHurRspay March 27. 1718. 





Earnef. O ME oll ye Shepherds and 
adorn bis Herfe 
With never fading Laurels, ne- 


ver dying Verfe. 


Sef. In a Fit of Poetry? Nay, then there 
is nothing more certain; than that you and I 
muft part, fince that {Curvy Jmployment will 
find us none for our Throats or our Teeth ; 
and we my thirit after Claret till Dooms- 
Day, and ovr Mouths water for Pullets' with 
Eggs, without faftening upon any, for Ever 
and for Aye, if that be the Trade we are to 
take up with. 


Sein Wealthy Tun, contend for HOMER 


Dead, 
Through which the lving HOMER beg'd 
his Bread. “ 


Earneft. Have a little Patience, till 1 ac- 
quaint you with the Reafons of my repeating 
thofe Two Verfes; for | no more made them 
than you the Dyftych which you juft quoted. 
They came to me by the Peny-Pof lait Weck, 








eee 


and I was mufing on the Defign of them, 
as alfo that of the two following which bore 
them Company. 


Know Taflo for thy Paftor fido Known, 
That we ’ve a Paftor fido of onr Own, 


‘fet. Defign of them fay you? A Man 
with half an Eye may fee they are intended 
to let you into a Scrape. The Wind blows 
from fome big Corner, Garde Garde — the 
Marquifs of Paleorti’s poor murther’d Man, 
Niccolos Expreffion, is the Word for you; and 
the Confequence of taking Part with a Lad 
executed on the fame Day, foon after him, is 
but too apparently hazardous not to be ex- 
pected from your natural Propenfity to Pity 
arid Compaffion. : 

Earneft. Alas for that Unfortunate Youth ‘ 
His mangled disjointed Carcafs had no Here to 
convey it to the Place of Interment ; fo that 
he could not be meant by the Perfon men- 
= in either of the Couplets I have re- 
cited, 


Feft. 


Fest. But fuppofe fome Body elfe fhould 
think otherwifeé. How would you come off ? 
then a Word to the Wife is Sufficient. 

Eaneft. Such a Suppofition cannot enter 
ino my Thoughts. Neither, by Word or 
Action, have | yet juftified the Aflaffination of 
any Man, much lefs that of a Prince who 
bears Rule over Us. But I ftand corrected 
and am ready to enter upon any Subject that 
is lefs tender. For you mittake me, if you 
imagine I fhould chufe to hang dangling in the 
Air, rather than not be talkd ot by Ages to 
come after the Times we live in. 

eft. Tien, there is one for you; a Letter 
from the Weft Country near Blandford in Dor- 
fethhire, which tho’ ic treats of a Paper that 
bears Date in the Month of December, fhews 
how uncapabie the Author is of making Com- 
ments upon others, and how liable to be com- 
mented on himielf. 

Earneft. The Flying-Poff. It behoves us not 
to ftoop to fuch a Quarry. If I forget not 
that Satyr upon all ; that have the Misfortune 
to be commended by him, tells Us in his laft, 
that the Bifhop of Bangor preach’d an excel- 
let Sermon before the King on the laft Sab- 
bath Day, upon the 22d Verfe of the 17th 
Chapter of the Acts of the Apoftles, viz. Then 
Paul ftcod in the midf of MARS HILL, (or 
the Court of the Areopagites) and faid, | per- 
ceive that in all Things ye are too Super 
{titious, 

Fe. A novable Text truly — no doubt but 
his Lordfhip made rare Work of it, if he did 
bur t:anflate Rome to the City of Arbens, and 
come into his Old Meafires of decrying the 
Power of the Kevs, and giving it into the 
Hands of any one whom it fhouid be pleas’d 
ro make ufe ot it, buc he bas Merited the 
Thanks of che Parcy, that R—— th and his 
Depute Scribe, belong to. 

Earneft. | thall not give you my Sentiments, 
till it appears in Print; the Text is a very 
good one, and of ufé and Initruction to Mem- 
bers of c!e Eltablifh’d Church, if not perverted 
in the Handiing. But co the Bufinefs in Hard, 
the Letter that calls for our Animadverfion. 
‘Tis written in a very fmall Character, my 
Eyes are bad, and 1 mutt beg the Favour of 
you co read it. 

Fe. How fhould they be otherwife when 
you are always a crying? But fince | perceive 
you have left your Barnacles behind you, I 








fhall be very ready to take that Office upon 
me (Read:) 
Good Mr. Earn. Blandford, March 15.171 a. 
Rarely meet with, more feldom read the 
| Flying-Poft, for we are all Churchmen in 
thele Quarters; “ and it is but very lately [ 
heard that its celebrated Writer, Alias Sca- 
z vinger Of all the Filth of the Town, upon 
E the coming forth ofthe OXFORD AL- 
MANACK for the Year 1718, amufed 
“* the World with a ftrange Political Explana- 
tion of the dire Defign of the Figure there 
reprefented. It feems the Pretender was 
under the Curtain, whofe Perfon he faw 
dittin@ly, and without Difpure, could have 
as Well.deicryed, the Gentleman whom the 
Painter to humour, drew behind a great 
Tree, you are defired to reprint thofe Chime- 
rica] Remarks that your Friends may per- 
ufe them: And at the fame Time undeceive 
his admiring Readers by letting them know, 
that Cut is only a Copy of a Print brought 
out of /taly in the Beginning of King Charles 
the Second’s Reign, and among many other 
Things in a Book prefented to a certain 
“* Library. Je was taken out to be drawn in 
Colours Twenty Years ago; not reftored, 
we find, as it ought to have been; and by 
“this Neglect, it fell into the Engravers 
* Hands. Indeed there are fome Figures o- 
mitted, in whofe Room fucceeds the Pro- 
* {pect of Oxford. Tne Motto was. ddv- 
lefcentem Pallas a Venere avellit. Which at 
“hrit View fpeak the dangerows Meaning, 
without the Help of any other Clavis ; And 
now Sir, be {0 kind for once to that J+ qitifi- 
tor, toadvife him for the future, toemploy 
‘* his buify Brain to other Purpoles ; be ir ei- 
ther in Decyphering Love Letters, Interpre- 
* ting Dreams, or telling of Fortunes. © As 
“ for nis own, let him trouble himéélf, that 
* buify Task may be left to another. ,, 
Yours, Ce, 


. 


¢ 


a 


n 
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Earneft, Advife him quoth he? All the good 
Couniel in the World will be but loft Labour 
upon aMan that is funk fo very low into the 
Dregs of Infamy ard Scandal, as to be deaf to 
all Advice and Reproof, 

fet. Your Opwion of che Matter that Aus 
thor treats of, not of the Man? r 


Earneft. 


Earnef. How can I give it as ought, with- 
out a Sight of the Paper herein pointed at? 

Feft. Ihave bought it for that Purpofe, old 
Cruiiy ; it bears Date December 14.17. and is 
a Letter on the Oxford Almanack for 1718, 
written by Mr. R——tA, or hus Journey-man 
Ww—y, to himfelf, and runs thus, 


SIR, 
(y= of the moft Antient Ways of expreffing 
Myftick Divinity, or the unintelligible Cant, 
by which Prtefts have always smpofed on Mankind, 
was Hieroglyphicks. The Angyptians were noted 
for it, and the Party who have along while been 
inclined to make them a Captain, and return to 
AEgypt, are [0 fond of the Pattern, that they have 
ujed their beft Endeavours to follow it. Happy 
would it have been for themfelves, and Millions of 
others, had they never preach'd, writ, or [poke in 
any other way. They who either cannot, or will 
not [peak as other Mortals, but make ufe of Signs 
to expre/s their Meaning, are very liable to be 
mifunderftood ; and I doubt not but the Oxford 
Hieroglyphick- mongers have labour’d under this 

Misfortune. 

Nothing but articulate Sounds, Letters, or 
fomewhat equivalent, can make Men filly under- 
ftand one another. If a dumb Man, for Inftance, 
opens his Mouth, and [cts his Teeth a going, we 
can't be certain, but from other Ctrcumftances or 
concomitant Signs, whether be dcfizns to eat or 
bite fomebody, and fo on. This I men'ion as in 
Apology, in Cafe I bave mijtaken the Oxford Al- 
manack of this Year; but be that how it will, as 
Abel Porafes it, take what fellows on the Perfor- 
mance. 

The Curtain drawn, a difmal Scene appears ! 

High Chareh m anguifh, Shack'es, and inTears! 

One Star im Front, the cther Six are gone, 

A Falling Angel does ber Fate bemoan. 

Old Father Francis muffl d in the Rear, 

And Laureat Mae swt Varland does appear 

To tell the Lady rkat {he needs not fear. 

But ab! The Beldame s fair white Roles drop, 

One Imp dawls Perkin wp, one would him flop; 

A Third flies throu she * elkin with his Bays, 

And Herc les fwears a b fhall end his Days, 

Tho’ Cowards merit neither Life nor Praife. 

The Clouds with : emp:fts : dreaten Britifh Rome, 

Birds of the Air wait for the Traytor’s Diem. 


There are ftrong Lines for you. Would not 
this, Friend Seriv.s make an Excellent Tutor, 








































to inftrud the young Fry of Rtimere in the 
Art and Miftery of playing at Crambo? My 
Fingers itch to be at him my {élf, efpecially in 
his three latt Hexameters, for, tho’ there is a 
Hercules, that reaches out his Hand by way of 
Affiftance, to convey a Youth that is born up 
by Angels to the Realms of Blifs and Immor- 
tality ; how he can /wear in Effizie, without fo 
much as one Word in a Label coming out of 
his Mouth : Make Clouds threaten in a Hemi- 
{phere that is all Serenity and Brightne’; or caufe 
Birds of the Air to wait for his Carca/s, when the 
Engraver has given us a View of none but two 
innocent loving Tur:/e Doves, whofe Nature is 
quite oppofite to that of Bird of Prey, it isnot 
in my Power to divine, But | wait your Sen- 
timents 
Eaneft. In the late grand Rebellion, when 
the Subverfion of our antient and happy Con- 
ftitution in Church and State was firft aim’d at 
and concerted: The Two Famous Univerfities 
of this Reaim, thofe bright Eye-fores to Sedi- 
tion, asa Prelude to that Scene of Horror and 
Impiety, which was afterwards to be brough: 
upon the Stage, were to be rendred the Ob- 
jects of Hatred and Contempt. For this End, 
their Difcipline was inveigh’d againit, their Te 
nets examun’d, and cenfur’d by the Papers of 
the Week, and their Actions, tho’ nothing was 
done in either, (efpecially Oxford, that wasever 
diftinguith’d tor its Loyalty to the Crown, and 
its Fidelity tothe Church) worthy of Blame, 
moft bafely mifreprefented. But we have all th: 
Reafonin the World to hope, when a Prince is 
feated onthe Throne, thathas ever been fam’d 
for the Encouragement of Arts and Sciences, 
and has declar’d himiélf, in Anfiver to their 
Addretles, a Prot: éor ct thofe Antient Scats of 








Religton and Learning ; that fuch a Caitif as this 
(for my very Blood rfes with Indignation a 
the rude Treatment of a Morher, from whofe 
Breails | have fick’d in an? imoid'd the Prin- 
ciples ot Obedience to my Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Supeiiors) will not be fuiter’d to infile 
them with Impunity, Ah that he wants is the 


Return of Sterns and Haisdyfide's Regiments in- 
to their Warm Quarters in cne of them; and 
tho’ he is fomewhat more civil to the other, 
becaufe his Majelty has been pleas’d to honour 
it with his Royal Prefence, and a Prefent of a 
Noble Collection of Books, you may find his 
Wvicaning by his Gaping, in mary of his Papers, 
that nothing would go down with his Appetize 


tor 











for Purgesand Vomits betterthan a Royal Vifi- 
zation of both. 

Fe. Such a foul Stomach as his own, rather 
deferve them. 

Earneft. To come clofe to the Examination 
of the Letter in Profe, and the Defcription of 
the Picture engraven by way of Ornament to 
the Almanack, in Verfe; 1 fhall make it ap- 
pear, that he is altogether as unhappy in Self- 
contradictions in the one, as he is in his Gueiles, 
even tho’ they fhould prove true in the other. 

Fe. Grammercy, old Image of Truth and 
Anriquity : I am ready prepar’d ro hear you, 
without a Weeks Wotice, which a certain 
Fournal:/* has given to his Readers to keep their 
Ears open in. 

Earneft. No Coubt of it, but he meant their 
Eyes, which if put into that Staring Po- 
fiure, for fo long a Time, muft deprive them 
of a whole Weeks Sleep. But to return to 
what I promifs’d to make appear. As to the 
Firft, the Author of the Flying-Poft, who may be 
fo called with a betrer Grace, than any News- 
monger in Town, becaufe he is for the moft 
Part the Inventer of the ‘Tranflations he gives 
the Publick the Detayl of. How can a Party 
which he calls the whole Body of thofe that 
adhere to the Dvétrine and Difcipline of the 
Eftablifhed Church, be faid to be unable to 
Preach or Speak otherwife than by Way of 
Hieroglyphicks in one Sentence, and to have 
done great Mifchief by doing both in another ? 
He needed not to have owned thofé that are 
Abettors of it Liable to be Mifunderftood, His 
very Mifconfiru€tions of every Figure in the 
Picture, had made fuch a Confeflion altogether 
ufelefS and unneceflary, 

Fef. Cant thou give us the True Meaning 
of that Emblematica! Print ? 

Earneft. 1 will not take upon me to do it. 
But from the Doferfbire Gentleman's Motto be- 
foremention’d, which makes Pallas the .God- 
defs of Arts and Wifdom tear from the Embra- 
ces of a Venus who is in Tears for the Lofs of 
her Inamorato below, and bears him up with 
Angels, which he call’s Imps, through the Skies 
to the Purchafe of Fame and Immortality, 
in taking Example from the Labours of Her- 
cules the God of Strength, who in the Potraiture 
is made to hold out his Hand to excite him to 





noble Actions and Atcheivments, the Intent of 
him that drew the Original fufficiently and moft 
evidently appears. But this Man, contrary 
to the Nature of Lovers and Encouragers of 

Art and Induftry, like fome Beafts in Africa, 

who turn that which gives them Food into 

Poyfon for the Deftruction of other Creatures, 

has quite inverted the Story, and made that 

Criminal in the Copy, which in the Original was 

highly Commendable and Praife-Worthy. 

Fef. True — Thou haft explain'd thy felf 
Handfomely, Old Touch — as to the one Part 
of what you propos’d; give me Leave to take 
theManagement of the other out of your Hands, 
and to prove him much in the Wrong, tho’ 
his Gueiles fhould prove as True, as they are 
apparently Falfe. 

Earneft. You are at Liberty to do what 
you fhall judge convenient. 

Feft. Then — 1 do athrm him loft to the 
good Graces of the Faction in whofe Service 
he has lifted himfelf. For, by putting Shackles 
upon the Church, he feems to acknowledge 
that the is in Danger, and labours under great 
Difcouragements; which the Oxcm‘ans, who 
did it only upon Sloth, Luxury and Fifemi- 
nate Delights, think to be in a Flourithing 
Condition, from the fhining Examples of Bp. 
Atterbury, whom he calls Father Francis, and 

other bright Orraments of Religion and Sound 
Learning: And by making Hercules Swear, a 
Club fhall end the !’retender’s Days, he could 
have given a greater Evidence of that famous 
Univerfiry’s Adherence to the Intereft of the 
prefent Government. Since the very Emblem 
has turn’d the Tables npon him, and from 
thence it is to be infer'd, that they will upon 
any Attempt upon this Kingdom, wherein 
they enjoy fo many Privil-ges, and Immunities, 
make ufe-of all their Might and Main to op- 
pofe him. So that our Whiffler in the Art and 
Myftery of Sccmgraphy, is run on Ground be- 
yond Recovery, in every Article of his Wife 
Animadverfions; and we have done with a 
Subject, which we would not have fo long 
dweli’d upon, bur for the Sake of our Cor- 
refpondence with a Gentleman whom we 
fhall ever be proud of paying our belt Re- 
{pects to. 
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